
 

A Birthright Family Story 
In early August of this year, our ministry was 
informed about a young family who was in 
desperate circumstances & need.  This young 
couple’s baby son was born in late July & his Mom 
had passed away in childbirth.  The maternal 
grandmother was causing many issues for the 
baby’s Dad, who only wanted to raise his son.  
There were many twists & turns in this story, but 
after months of struggling for custody, this young 
Dad finally attained sole custody of his son just a 
few weeks ago.  A happy ending & a new 
beginning for this precious family! 

Against all odds, this was a Christmas miracle for 
all of us & we now have our very first male client!  
We will help & support this baby boy until he 
reaches a year old, as we do with all our client’s 
babies. 

We, here at Birthright, feel honored & humbled to 
have played a small part in helping this Dad 
achieve his goal & reuniting this family!   

Thank you, to all our donors, who make our 
ministry possible.  Without you, we could never 
help the number of families we do, & achieve the 
miraculous outcomes like that of this Dad & his 
son’s story!  Hoping you enjoy a miracle in your 
Christmas season this year! 

God bless you all & my deepest thanks to each of 
you! 
Wishing you a very Blessed & Merry Christmas! 

Elaine Marshall 
Executive Director  

 

Thank You 
Birthright of Loudoun would like to thank all the 
donors who have so generously given in 2017.  We 
would like to thank the churches who hosted Baby 
Bottle Drives for our office.  St. John the Apostle, St. 
Francis de Sales, Corpus Christi and Our Lady of 
Hope, helped support our mission and our clients 

by hosting bottle 
d r i v e s i n t h e i r 
parishes.  We are 
incredibly grateful 
for this assistance. 

We would also like 
t o t h a n k t h e 
K n i g h t s o f 
Columbus chapters 
who generously 
gave to our office in 
2017. 

All donations make 
such a huge impact 

on the lives of those we serve.  Thank you for 
entrusting us with your treasure as we work to help 
moms and their babies in our local community. 

It is the right of every pregnant woman to give birth and the right of every child to be born. �1
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My Birthright Story 
Birthright of Loudoun recently received a beautiful 
donation from a representative of 31 bags.  She 
donated a generous amount of 31 tote bags, each 
containing diapers and wipes.  Her hope was that 
our sweet clients would each receive a new 31 bag 
filled with the baby necessities.   

What made her donation even more unique was 
her special connection to Birthright from 20+ years 
ago.  Below is her incredible story.  It is truly 
amazing how an encounter from so many years 
ago came full circle, from client to donor.  

When I was 21 years old my sister and I drove to 
Birthright in Woodbridge so I could get a 
pregnancy test. I did not have medical insurance at 
the time, so I was unable to go to a doctor. I was so 
scared that I was pregnant, because my boyfriend 
and I were not the least bit ready to become 
parents.  

Once we arrived, I was immediately given a 
pregnancy test. About 10 minutes later, my fear of 
being pregnant was confirmed. I sat with the 
Birthright Counselor discussing my pregnancy, and 
what I was going to do. I was very confused and 
afraid. As much as I did not want a child at the time, 
I knew that I could not end my baby’s life, or give 
him or her up for adoption.  I left Birthright feeling 
scared about my future. I was not ready for this. The 
counselor promised to follow up with me within a 
few days, and she did. When I got home, I called 
my boyfriend to tell him the news. He told me the 
decision whether to keep the baby, or not, was up 
to me. I knew in my heart that I was going to keep 

the baby, but I needed time to process the fact that 
I was pregnant. I had to come to grips with my new 
reality.    

After taking the time to process this huge life 
change, I chose life for my baby.  On October 30, 
1990 my precious daughter came into the world.  
She was just what I needed in my life.   

If you’re faced with an unplanned pregnancy, I 
strongly encourage you to choose life for your 
child. A mother never regrets giving life to her 
child, but she lives a lifetime of regret when she 
takes it away. God has a future planned for you and 
your baby. Trust Him with it.  

Thank you for sharing your incredible, personal 
story and for your amazing donations for our 
moms!  

Community Events 
Toys for our Littlest Clients 

St. John the Apostle in Leesburg contacted 
Birthright with an exciting opportunity for our 
clients.  They were hosting their first annual Toys for 
Tots and wanted to include Birthright kids as 
recipients for these wonderful toys.  Birthright 
searched the current client lists for families in great 
need with children that would greatly benefit from 
this opportunity.  We are happy to share that 5 
Birthright families with a total of 22 children were 
able to take advantage of this exciting new 
program.  A HUGE thank you to Nancy Dowgiello, 
from St. Johns, for allowing Birthright clients to 
access this program.  We are grateful for our 
partnership. 
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Christmas Raffle!!  

Please send in your contributions 
in the envelope provided for a 
chance to win a beautiful piece of 
art.  The drawings will be held mid-
January and you will be contacted 
if you are one of our lucky winners!



Volunteer Spotlight 

Meet Maureen Kennedy… 

I was born and raised in 
New Jersey until I came to 
V i r g i n i a t o a t t e n d 
Marymount College (it 
wasn't a university back 
t h e n🙂 ) . I m e t m y 
husband Steve shortly 
after graduating from 
Marymount. Steve was 
a l r e a d y w o r k i n g i n 
Northern Virginia and I had just gotten my first 
teaching job in Arlington so we made Virginia our 
home, and 38 years later, we are still here! 

I am currently a librarian at Simpson Middle School 
here in Leesburg.  I taught elementary school for 
many years before going back to complete my 
library course work and transition from the 
classroom to the library.  

In my free time I LOVE spending time with my 
family.  My husband and I have one son, Matt.  Matt 
is married to our wonderful daughter-in-law, 
Ashley, and they have given us the greatest gift, 
our sweet 9-month-old grandson, Peyton Stephen!  
Peyton brings us so much joy, we are truly blessed!  

A few years ago, I was at a meeting with the Ladies 
Auxiliary at St. John's and Mary Lynn Linzmeyer 
(Previous Director) came to talk to us about 
Birthright.  She shared so much wonderful 
information and I could clearly see her passion for 
this wonderful group.  I thought about everything 
she shared and wanted to know more.  Mary Lynn 
invited me to attend the Birthright training class 
and I have been volunteering on the first Tuesday 
of each month ever since.  I always considered it a 
blessing to attend the meeting when Mary Lynn 
spoke, otherwise, I would have never found 
Birthright and this AMAZING group of women!  
Thank you, Mary Lynn!  

Meet Pamela Lindo… 

Pamela grew up in 
Rockaway Park, New 
York.  She married in 
1993 and moved to 
Virginia in 1997.  
Pamela is a Licensed 
School Psychologist 
for Loudoun Valley 
High School and has 
her very own private 
practice.  She is the 
momma of 3 boys, ages 17, 14, and 12.  Her 
hobbies include Scrabble and swimming.  When 
asked why she works at Birthright, her response 
was amazing, “faith without 
works is dead, so I am always looking for ways to 
do things for others”.   

Thank you, Maureen and Pamela, for your serving 
hearts and your work at Birthright. 
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Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday 9:30am - 12:30pm; 
Tuesday evenings 4:00-8:00pm;  

and by Appointment 

“Like” us on Facebook 
under “Birthrights in Virginia” 

DON’T FORGET!!  Birthright of Loudoun 
County is a proud recipient of donations 

through Amazon Smile.  Use this 
link smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7452641 to 

stock up for Christmas and Amazon will donate 
a portion of your purchases to Birthright of 

Loudoun County. 

Donations also accepted online through our 
website at:  

www.birthrightofloudoun.com/#donation

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/r.html?C=3NBAQVNMRXT55&R=39I3L8DG7KYKQ&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F23-7452641&A=ZAQR7R4POJQ5DQASJXGLW0M9HJUA&H=1LWELNFW96XYY0QZZDAXT6IMQJSA
http://www.birthrightofloudoun.com/#donation
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/r.html?C=3NBAQVNMRXT55&R=39I3L8DG7KYKQ&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F23-7452641&A=ZAQR7R4POJQ5DQASJXGLW0M9HJUA&H=1LWELNFW96XYY0QZZDAXT6IMQJSA
http://www.birthrightofloudoun.com/#donation


Thank You to Our Many 
Volunteers! 
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Our Current Needs 

Boys & Girls new clothes sizes 0 to 9 
months (especially long sleeve 
onesies, gowns, stretch suits, outfits 
and sleepers with feet) 
Winter baby hats 
Crib sheets 
Baby towels 
Baby wash 
Pacifiers 
Baby bottles 4oz. & 8oz. 
Baby wipes 
Diapers all sizes 
Maternity clothes(new or gently used) 
Gift Cards (Walmart, Target, Dollar 
Store, etc.) 

CFC Campaign 

Birthright is a non-
p r o fi t , c h a r i t a b l e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n 
s u p p o r t e d b y 
contributions.  We are 
exempt from federal 
income tax under Section 501(c)(3) of 
the Internal Revenue code, and all 
donations are tax deductible.  Our 
CFC designation is #41790.  Many 
thanks to all of you who have 
supported us in this way. 

2017 Statistics 

Unique clients : 284 
Total Visits : 787 
Client and Baby Supplies : 724 
Pregnancy Tests : 120 
Layettes : 70

Ursula Angulo Maureen Kennedy

Carolyn Beck Barb Kersten

Stephanie Bidinger Debora Lavin

Diane Blue Cindy Lee

Donna Bongiovanni Pam Lindo

Lisa Boyle Mary Lynn Linzmeyer,  BOD

Emily Branyan Mary Grace Lucier, BOD

Natalie Cannata Kathleen Manocchio

Celina Castro Jane Marinich, BOD

Deirdre Chevrier Norma Matheson

Dana Clark Kenny McWilliams, BOD

Amanda Clothier Ligia McWilliams, BOD

Sue Cypher, BOD Geri Morrison

Denise Dicks Angela Nelson

Brooke Diederich Caroline Uribe Ospina

Della Droddy Wendy Pacifico

Dawn Dumas, BOD Martha Pedroza

Lizbeth Fedigan Carolynn Phelps

Tess Ferguson Rosa Quintana

Betty Finn Cindy Russell, BOD

Rose Follett Mary Shea

Cheryl Forbes Lauren Smith

Carla Galdo Susan Snyder, BOD

Pat Garman Barb Thompson

Mary Glover Trisha Victor

Amy Grady Kathy Welti

Carol Hogan Pam White

Alicia Holz Andi Winkle


